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OIC forum highlights suffering of Palestinian women

Saudi Arabia hosts international conference on women in Islam

At “Women in Islam: Status and Empowerment” Conference: OIC Secretary-General
underlines suffering of Palestinians under Israeli aggression

Int’l conference on ‘Women in Islam’ commences in Jeddah

OIC International Conference on "Women in Islam" Launched in Jeddah

Int’l Conference on ‘Women in Islam: Status and Empowerment’ commences in Jeddah

v

OIC International Conference on "Women in Islam" Launched in Jeddah

KSA HOSTS “INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WOMEN IN ISLAM” IN JEDDAH

Jeddah hosts International Conference on Women in Islam

Saudi Arabia hosts International Conference on Women in Islam
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Djeddah accueille le lancement de la Conférence internationale de I’Organisation de la
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coopération islamigque sur « Les femmes en Islam
Congo News Agency P q « »

Djeddah accueille le lancement de la Conférence internationale de I'Organisation de la

Tunisia News Agency coopération islamique sur « Les femmes en Islam »

. L'Arabie Saoudite accueille la Conférence internationale ‘La femme en Islam'’
Saudi Press Agency

La Conférence internationale sur les femmes dans I'lslam poursuit son travail en

UNA discutant des questions féminines et en exprimant sa solidarité avec les femmes

palestiniennes.

La Mauritanie préside la Conférence internationale: «La femme en Islam» sous le signe «Statut
Mauritanie News Agency et autonomisation> S

L'Etat de Qatar participe a Djeddah a la Conférence internationale a propos des femmes
Qatar News Agency dans I'lslam

Azerba'l'djan News La Conférence internationale sur les femmes en Islam discute des défis liés a I'autonomisation

A des femmes musulmanes dans les sociétés contemporaines 7
gency

Conférence internationale sur la Femme et I’lslam: Le Burkina Faso prend part aux

Burkina 24 échanges

c Ouverture de la Conférence internationale sur les femmes en Islam « Statut et autonomisation
arriyada

v
V

Senegal News Agency MONDE-SOCIETE / Djeddah accueille une conférence de I'OCI sur le statut etje]
I'autonomisation des femmes
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Highlights of the Final Communique issued by the International Conference

on Women in Islam, organized by the OIC General Secretariat and hosted by
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabiz in the city of Jeddah from November 6-8, 2023
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Highlights of the Final Communique issued by
The International Conference on Women in Islam
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Intermationsl Conferemee on Whman in Gl
powe

Highlights of the Final Communique issued by
The International Conference on Women in Islam

Expressed their gratitude and deep appreciation

to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabla and the Custodlan
ofthe Two Holy

2iz Al Saud and Crown Prince Mohammed bin

Salman, for hosting this important conference.

cate society about women's rights, ensunng their

Praised the effective and rich discussions that
highlighted the distinctiveness of Islam in the realm
of Muslim women's rights, both in theory and prac-
tice, which would contribute to correcting misun-
derstandings some may have regarding women's
rights and their status in Islam.

Stressed the necessity of enacting laws and taking
deterrent measures to eliminate all forms of vio-

full right
hensive protection against practices, customs,
and outdated traditions that subject women to in-
justice, and enhancing women's participation in
decision-making.

Called for addressing all challenges and obsta-
cles that hinder the empowerment of both boys
and girls in education, ensuring equality between
women and men in accessing education and

lence agail and girls and called for organi-
zlng semmars studies, and oonlerences almed at
d clarifying their

rights and duties in Islam.

Demanded the intensification of efforts nationally
and within the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
to overcome obstacles and challenges hindering
women's participation and roles in society and to

ctors, inclu-

cluding the status of women in Islam in the
curriculaat various educational levels.

Requested intensifying efforts to eliminate the
burden of poverty women face in many OIC coun-
tries and to protect the environment to ensure
equality in women's access to productive re-
sources and public services, including women in
rural areas.

ding economic activities and entrepreneurship.

the it of ing and em-
powering Palestinian women, enhancing their resi-
lience, and cooperating in various fields to build
their capacities, provide services, and aid them
both in the occupied Palestinian territories and
refugee camps within Arab host countries.
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Affirmed that the OIC will continue to priori-
tize women's empowerment issues and will
initiate and adopt numerous efforts and ini-
tiatives aimed at improving the conditions of
women in Muslim societies.

Expressed hope that those sceptical about
Islam's fairness to women would look at
their rights through this document rather
than through isolated social practices in
some Muslim societies that do not reflect
Islam’s vision, tolerance, and universality.

| Explalned thatthe "Jeddah Document on Wo-
men's Rights inIslam" representsanintellec-
tual and practical framework endorsed by le-
gislative institutionsand humanrights organi-
zations in member countries and all Muslim
societies when considering Muslim women's
rights.

|H|ghllghted the OIC's efforts in supporting
Palestinian women, noting that the extraordi-
nary Islamic summit, scheduled for Satur-
day, November 11, 2023, in Riyadh, at the in-
vitation of Saudi Arabia, will address Israel's
aggression against Gaza and its repeated
violations of international norms.
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Tariq Bakhit: Muslim women'’s issues top the agenda of the Organization of

0IC Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Cultural, and Social Affairs Ambassador Tariq Ali Bakheet
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

| Reviewod the seesance # women inthe reso
lutiges of the Grganizatian of byiama Coopa-
ral

mphasicegthat the OIC bas consise-

#s ralated 5o Mestm woman amosg
t5 most significant concerns since the
adoption of its charter,

| Polnted to the “OIC Plan of Actios b thw Ad-
vancemeat of Women (OPAAW),” which was
Moptnd dering the second sey Ni-
nixterial Cordarance on Woman held in Cairo
on November 26-28, 2008, and was revad
dusing the woxth sessics of the Miistaral
Comdsrance o2 Womes held in Istanbul on No-
vormker 1-3, 2016, This plas serves a5 3 com-
prehansive roadmeap for the advascament of
woman in Maslim communtties.

-

il y O

|Previded an cusrsiew of the eeclution of the
C's wffores in smpownnng Mensm wosn
thied the key shemes ard acthil-
undertaken th

ughost #s history
ataes, bamani-
taran work, politi econorics, all
imed at emgomering Masim woman

|Explained that the OIC's sngirg affarss s
smpower women haae led 10 the sstablinh-
mant of the “Women Dwssicpment Organiza-
tiom" Additionaty, & considarahis nembee of
speciized srgacs associatad with the OIC
have allocated significant poctions of their
programs 10 address issees corcerning
Mushn momen, thei rigaes, smpowerment
programs, and the development of their
roles in Muslim communities
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OIC Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Cultural, and Social Affairs Ambassador Tariq Ali Bakheet
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

| Reviewed the presence of women in the reso-
lutions of the Organization of Islamic Coope-
ration, emphasizing that the OIC has conside-
red issues related to Muslim women among
its most significant concerns since the
adoption of its charter.

Pointed to the "OIC Plan of Action for the Ad-
vancement of Women (OPAAW)," which was
adopted during the second session of the Mi-
nisterial Conference on Women held in Cairo
on November 24-25, 2008, and was revised
during the sixth session of the Ministerial
Conference on Women held in Istanbulon No-
vember 1-3, 2016. This plan serves as a com-
prehensive road for the ad of
women in Muslim communities.

| Provided an overview of the evolution of the
0OIC's efforts in empowering Muslim women
and highlighted the key themes and activi-
ties it has undertaken throughout its history
in education, culture, social affairs, humani-
tarian work, politics, and economics, all
aimed at empowering Muslim women.

Explained that the OIC's ongoing efforts to
empower women have led to the establish-
ment of the "Women Development Organiza-
tion." Additionally, a considerable number of

pecialized organs iated with the OIC
have allocated significant portions of their
programs to address issues concerning
Muslim women, their rights, empowerment
programs, and the development of their
roles in Muslim communities.
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The Secretary-General of the Family Affairs Council in Saudi Arabia stresses
the importance of legislative requirements to empower women in education
and work

Secretary-General of the Family Aftairs
Council in Saudi Arabia Dr. Maimunah Al Khalil
During the International Conference on Women In Islam

Addressed the leginlatve recparements for |txolnlm-d thal education egags women

eMpowering somen in education and wor ko with ciills in communication, openness, and

stating that thess two fields are a critical posilive contributin, armeng them with

focus in internatsonal efforts for women's Ancwlediga, while work aliows them 10 pracs

empowerment tioe ths knowledge and utilize the skills they
have acquired throughout their learning
journey

|Urm thoseinterested inwomen's empower- Presented 2 practical model for these requi-
ment in Tslamic cosetries to consider speci- roments based on Saudi Arabia's sxperiesce,
he legislative requirements during the legal rdcallng that the Saud Lmvnmem and its
antd fghts review of women's Laows P lizwd agencie di
shie reviews of women's laws In line with
Virion 2030, which places significant
Impartance oo women.
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Secretary-General of the Family Affairs
Council in Saudi Arabia Dr. Maimunah Al Khalil
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

|Addressed the leglslatlve requirements for

empowering women in education and work,
stating that these two fields are a critical
focus in international efforts for women's
empowerment.

Urged thoseinterested inwomen's empower-
ment in Islamic countries to consider speci-
fic legislative requirements during the legal
and rights review of women's laws.

Jeddah - 08 Nove:

Explained that education equips women
with skills in communication, openness, and
positive contribution, arming them with
knowledge, while work allows them to prac-
tice this knowledge and utilize the skills they
have acquired throughout their learning
journey.

Presented a practical model for these requi-
rements based on Saudi Arabia's experience,
indicating that the Saudi government and its
specialized agencies conducted comprehen-
sive reviews of women's laws in line with
Vision 2030, which places significant
importance on women.
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Rosa Otunbayeva reviews United Nations initiatives aimed at improving the
status of women in education and work

o

eral-¢

Speclal Representative of the UN Secretary-General
Iin Afghanistan Rosa Otunbayeva

During the International Conference on Women in Islam

|COMim that the United Nations plays &
pivotal role In empowering women, particas
larty = the lelds of education and employ-
ment, and hahlighted the UN's standards
and inttiatives to acance women's status »
these erudal aoas

|A¢w the essential role of women
in the weeklores ane sconomic developmaent
noteg that initiatives ke the Sustairable De-
wicpment Goals aim 10 ensure women's par-
ticipation In the workforce and reduce
gonder wage gaps

|(mphoslz!d that educaton is the por-
PRTSEONE Of WOMEN S SEEONenmant, romo-
tingt pocess o knowbedge, sulls, amd op-
pxtunities tor personal and professional
growth, stressang the need to eliminate
Aendar dispanities o education

|ﬂol|eu|od that by empowering women in
the felds of educatice and employmaent,
countries can achieve sustanable ecomamic
growth, reduce peverty, and enhance
socletal well-being.

09,51 35 OIC
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Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General
in Afghanistan Rosa Otunbayeva
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Confirmed that the United Nations plays a
pivotal role in empowering women, particu-
larly in the fields of education and employ-
ment, and highlighted the UN's standards
and initiatives to advance women's status in
these crucial areas.

Acknowledged the essential role of women
in the workforce and economic development,
noting that initiatives like the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals aim to ensure women's par-
ticipation in the workforce and reduce
gender wage gaps.

e e 5]

|Emphaslzed that education is the cor-
nerstone of women's empowerment, promo-
ting their access to knowledge, skills, and op-
portunities for personal and professional
growth, stressing the need to eliminate
gender disparities in education.

Reiterated that by empowering women in
the fields of education and employment,
countries can achieve sustainable economic
growth, reduce poverty, and enhance
societal well-being.
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Fatima Gailani calls on Afghanistan’s leaders to remove obstacles hindering
women's empowerment in education and work

Human rights activist and Former President of
the Afghan Red Crescent Soclety Fatima Gallanl
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Human rights activist and Former President of
the Afghan Red Crescent Society Fatima Gailani
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

| Potnted out that halancing deeply rooted do-

mestic traditioes and [slamic  principles
poses a complex challenge, especially in
countries ke Alghasitan, where local scho-
lars face the dilemma of clearty aistingu-
shing betwaen traditiosal Laws and [sluinic
principles,

|Um« prominest schclars in the [slamic
woeld to play & pivotal role @ empowering
Afghan women to overcome this issue and
secure theic rights in aducation and
employment.

| Attirmed that m cases Bke the current issus
regarding women's aducation and work in
Alghanistan, it = evickest that this matter =
oot tundamentally rected o Eslam. 11 contra«
dcts the general and comprebensive Qura-
e ditective "Tqra” (o} thist applivs 16 all

members of saciety.

| Called on traditioral leaders within and out-

side Alghanistan 1o collaborate aed pravide
2 clear roadmap for eliminating cbstacles
taced by women, bulding on the country’s
cumrent state of relative stability atter 45
years of conflict

Pointed out that balancing deeply rooted do-
mestic traditions and Islamic principles
poses a complex challenge, especially in
countries like Afghanistan, where local scho-
lars face the dilemma of clearly distingui-
shing between traditional laws and Islamic
principles.

|Urged prominent scholars in the Islamic
world to play a pivotal role in empowering
Afghan women to overcome this issue and
secure their rights in education and
employment.
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Affirmed that in cases like the current issue
regarding women's education and work in
Afghanistan, it is evident that this matter is
not fundamentally rooted in Islam. It contra-
dicts the general and comprehensive Qura-
nic directive "Iqra" (read) that applies to all
members of society.

|Called on traditional leaders within and out-
side Afghanistan to collaborate and provide
a clear roadmap for eliminating obstacles
faced by women, building on the country's
current state of relative stability after 45
years of conflict.
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President of Effat University: Education is an important tributary in the life of

contemporary Muslim women

President of Effat Unlversity In Saudl Arabla Dr. Malfa Jamal Al-Lall
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

|Alldvtssed education s a crooal aspect of |Pointed out that, gadked by Ishiec tea-
the contemparary Muslim woman's lifa, aftire chings, Muslim womea hase learned, ex-
ming that Islam places significant emphazis  celled. and actwely contnbuted as partners
on educating and enlghtening women and with man in econcmic, socal, cultural, and
emphasiong that education 15 a firrmly esta- scientific development across vasious
Llished right Tor woamen &l the foredront of civilizationm

rights guaranteed by 1slamc Shama.

Explained that despite sccieties recogaizing |stcum the importarce of women's educa-

the importance of woswn's participation in  "tion as afundamental 1001 foe thelr empower-

development for the advancement of thelr  ment, contributions, and participation atong-

COMMRINTIES, MpOrs cn womes s issuss sad  side men in sccuying prestigious positices

empawerment in community development  that algn with the spirit of the medern

s1ill reflect the challenges wormen face, woman, making her an actve participant in
progress and develooment.
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President of Effat University in Saudi Arabia Dr. Haifa Jamal Al-Lail
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Addressed education as a crucial aspect of Pointed out that, guided by Islamic tea-
the contemporary Muslim woman's life, affir- chings, Muslim women have learned, ex-
ming that Islam places significant emphasis celled, and actively contributed as partners
on educating and enlightening women and with men in economic, social, cultural, and
emphasizing that education is a firmly esta- scientific development across various
blished right for women at the forefront of civilizations.

rights guaranteed by Islamic Sharia.

|Explained that despite societies recognizing IStressed the importance of women's educa-
the importance of women's participation in tion as a fundamental tool for their empower-
development for the advancement of their ment, contributions, and participation along-
communities, reports on women's issues and side men in occupying prestigious positions
empowerment in community development that align with the spirit of the modern
still reflect the challenges women face. woman, making her an active participantin

progress and development.
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Hina Rabbani Khar stresses the importance of Muslim women's involvement
in diplomacy

o

Former Minister for Foreign Affairs in Pakistan Hina Rabbani Khar

During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Former Minister for Foreign Affairs in Pakistan Hina Rabbani Khar
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Affirmed that women's involvement in diploma-
tic affairs is of increasing value and importance
globally, highlighting some of the opportunities

lained that the invol: of Muslim
women in diplomacy has been historically
limited due to traditional gender roles. Howe-

Ikmvmmy‘ women 5 avolvemeet in diploma-
tic wtlairs is ol ncreasing walse and mportanos
globally, ghlighting some of the cpportunities
st challunges Gacng Moskm woraen who
aspire to partcipate actively In diglomasic work

|Explalned that the imvotvement of Muslim
womes in Gplomacy has bewn historically
limened due to traditional gender rokes. Howe-
wor, & geacius shiftis occursing as more Muslim
women seck to work in diplomacy and

and challenges facing Muslim women who ver, a gradual shift-is occurring as more Muslim
aspire to participate actively in diplomaticwork ~ women seek to work in diplomacy and
international relations.

intemational relations

Reviewed aspects of how Musim women deal |Emplnslz<¢ the eszential walue of diversity in

with the compluitie of dplomsatic work, inche: | diplmatic work and P impotance of eimsu-

dng balancing representation of their countnes  rng that Mushon wormen have equal access %0

ad comeunilies, breaking haenem, and bcing appoetunities sl resomsns o this fisdd, sl

cxisting gender-Based obstacles. “ng the arucial role of Rstirutional support in
wnhancing the presence of Meslim women n
ciplmatic cindes.
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Reviewed aspects of how Muslim women deal
with the complexities of diplomatic work, inclu-
ding balancing representation of their countries
and communities, breaking barriers, and facing
existing gender-based obstacles.

Emphasized the essential value of diversity in
diplomatic work and the importance of ensu-
ring that Muslim women have equal access to
opportunities and resources in this field, stres-
sing the crucial role of institutional support in
enhancing the presence of Muslim women in
diplomatic circles.
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Jaeriniso Yousfi calls for harmonizing international conventions related to
women'’s rights with domestic legislations in the Islamic world

w
|
[w]
o
=
re,

The Head of the National Committee for Population
Development in Tajikistan Khairinisso Yusufi

During the International Conference on Women in Islam

|Empfwslud that reconoling  internabional
aeaments wived fo women's g with
local aws and legistation in the Islamic world
T bcarms an urgun! matte:

|su-m¢ that achieving this bakince & of
UMK EEOntance 16 sesure espact for wo-
men's rights without undesmining the cultural
el redgious walues of pewdoerseantly Mustion
countries.
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|Dls«rued the standards for achieving a ba-
Larsc B Iwaw 11 I0er MR G AR mmants o wo -
men's nghts and the local legal frameworks
within tlw Tdamiz world, Londurseoeig e $ighi-
fcance of these standards is Sght of concems
about potential conflicts between some of
Dese agreenments and [slamic Shana.

'C&hﬂ for an approach that considers the cultu-
ral contect aod sur ity 16 Ackisro alignment
between intemationsal agreements and local
logislation  while recopgmizing  1hat
ane-size-fis-all solutions may not be satable.

T

@)

The Head of the National Committee for Population
Development in Tajikistan Khairinisso Yusufi

During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Emphasized that reconciling international
agreements related to women's rights with
local laws and legislation in the Islamic world
has become an urgent matter.

lStressed that achieving this balance is of

utmost importance to ensure respect for wo-
men's rights without undermining the cultural
and religious values of predominantly Muslim
countries.

|Discussed the standards for achieving a ba-
lance between international agreements on wo-
men's rights and the local legal frameworks
within the Islamicworld, underscoring the signi-
ficance of these standards in light of concerns
about potential conflicts between some of
these agreements and Islamic Sharia.

| Called foranapproach that considers the cultu-
ral context and sensitivity to achieve alignment
between international agreements and local
legislation  while recognizing that
one-size-fits-all solutions may not be suitable.

C @ e
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President of Human Rights Commission in Saudi Arabia reviews the
Kingdom's experience in supporting and empowering women

=

President of the Human Rights Commission in the Kingdom
of Saud| Arabia Dr. Hala bint Mazyad Al-Tuwaljrl
During the International Conference on Women In Islam

Explained that womes's righls Save sewo
signiicamt global developments over Ihe
past two centune s dee 10 the Indestrial Kevo-
lution and the protound transformations it s

Pointed ot that thanks to the efforls of
these organizaticns, women have made signi-
ficantand qualitatiee sdvancesments in reclai-
ming thair rights, mcluding the right to echacas

posed on wocielies. These deyslopments led tion, employment. and political participa-

1o e emengence of intematioeal and local
human nghts organizations decicated to ad-
vocating or human rights in general and
women's rights in particular.

and family conditions.

tion, as well as impeoving their geolessional

| Presented some of the eHorts made by the |anl6e¢ statistics and data on the situation
Human Rights Commissionin the Kingdee of " of Saudi momen bedore and after the establi-
Saudi Arabla a5 a model for the activities of  shmert of the Human Rights Cammission
humasn rights organizations = sepporting the  and proposed practical recommendations
rights of Musbm women In Islamic countries  that could serve as a model for echer Ishaneic

and introduced the projects wndertaken by
the Commission in the flekd of human rights
in ganeral and women's nghts in particular

ﬁéf’l (5%

Arabla's experience.
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countries wishing to benefit from Saudi

Q

President of the Human Rights Commission in the Kingdom

of Saudi Arabia Dr. Hala

bint Mazyad Al-Tuwaijri

During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Explained that women's rights have seen
significant global developments over the
pasttwo centuries due tothe Industrial Revo-
lution and the profound transformations it im-
posed on societies. These developments led
to the emergence of international and local
human rights organizations dedicated to ad-
vocating for human rights in general and
women's rights in particular.

Presented some of the efforts made by the
Human Rights Commission in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia as a model for the activities of
human rights organizations in supporting the
rights of Muslim women in Islamic countries
and introduced the projects undertaken by
the Commission in the field of human rights

in general and women's rights in particular.

(6] &
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IPomted out that thanks to the efforts of
these organizations, women have made signi-
ficantand qualitativeadvancementsinreclai-
ming theirrights, including the right to educa-
tion, employment, and political participa-
tion, as well as improving their professional
and family conditions.

Provided statistics and data on the situation
of Saudi women before and after the establi-
shment of the Human Rights Commission
and proposed practical recommendations
that could serve as a model for other Islamic
countries wishing to benefit from Saudi
Arabia's experience.
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Former President of the International Islamic
University Malaysia Dr. Zulekha Qamaruddin
During the International Conference on Women in Islam

Discussed the legal eligibility of women in
Islam and theirrights in matterssuch asinhe-
ritance and ownership, stressing women's
rights regarding entering contracts, inheri-
tance, and property possession rights, all
within the framework of Islamic law.

Pointed out that various societies have intro-
duced legal reforms over the centuriesin pur-
suit of women's empowerment through va-
rious measures. However, significant
constraints and gaps persist.

Jeddah - 07

Urged the adoption of significant initiatives,
including policy reevaluation and the assess-
ment of current practices, to support efforts
aimed at ensuring that Muslim women obtain
property rights, emphasizing the need for
legal reforms to facilitate these initiatives.

Presented solutions to other property rights
issues that Muslim women can enjoy beyond
inheritance and discussed how to overcome
obstacles and restrictions that hinder the full
implementation of property rights for Muslim
women.
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